[image: image1.jpg]e LUeVELNT
——@ IE)X{P/RIE/S/S]

Novelties. Impulse. Profit.




September 20, 2006
Dear Novelty Express and M. R. Williams, Inc Customers,

On Thursday, March 9, 2006, President George W. Bush signed the Combat Methamphetamine Epidemic Act of 2005 (Title VII of the USA Patriot Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005, Public Law 109-177), the first federal law dealing with these products.  Included in this Act are several anti-meth provisions that will affect manufactures, distributors, and retailers who carry ephedrine and pseudoephedrine merchandise – now defined as Scheduled Listed Chemical (SLC) products.  Currently our SLC products in your stores are defined as;
	
	
	
	CURRENT EPHEDRINE ITEMS SEPTEMBER 2006

	MRW #
	PACK
	SIZE
	DESCRIPTION

	
	
	
	NORTH CAROLINA SOFT GELS

	78789 5
	24
	6 CT
	MINI TWO-WAY SOFT GEL BLISTER

	78765 5
	12
	12 CT
	MINI TWO-WAY SOFT GEL BLISTER

	78799 4
	24
	6 CT
	EPHEDRINE BLUE SOFT GEL BLISTER

	78766 3
	18
	12 CT
	BRONCH-EZE SOFT GEL BLISTER

	
	
	
	VIRGINIA & SOUTH CAROLINA TABLETS

	78763 0
	24
	6 CT
	MINI TWO-WAY TABLET BLISTER

	78708 4
	24
	12 CT
	MINI TWO-WAY TABLET BLISTER

	78762 2
	48
	6 CT
	BRONCH-EZE TABLET BLISTER

	78775 4
	12
	32 CT
	BRONCH-EZE TABLET BLISTER


The following restrictions became effective April 9th, 2006: 

· All ephedrine/pseudoephedrine (EPH/PSE) products must be sold in blister packages. 

Packets and bottled EPH/PSE eliminated nationwide.

· Retailers must keep EPH/PSE “behind the counter” (no direct customer access or in a locked case) where the seller delivers the product to the purchaser. NOT SELF SERVICE.

· A customer may not purchase more than 3.6 grams per day (175 25 mg Ephedrine HCL tablets/soft gels). 
· A customer may not purchase more than 9 grams in a 30 day period (439 25 mg Ephedrine HCL tablets/soft gels).
· This law will not preempt existing state laws. If tablets have previously been, or in the future become, banned in your state of operation, you will not be allowed to distribute within those state’s lines. 
At that time we notified all of our customers of a pending addition to the law that would be effective September 30, 2006. 
NEW PROVISION OF THE LAW:

PROVISIONS TAKE EFFECT ON SEPTEMBER 30, 2006

On this date, stores will be required to keep all non-prescription products containing pseudoephedrine, ephedrine, and phenylpropanolamine behind the counter or in a locked cabinet, and consumers will be required to show government issued photo identification and sign a logbook for each purchase. The logbook will contain their name, address, date and time of sale, name and quantity of the product sold, and the signature of the customer. The log book must also note that Title 18, United States Code, 1001, criminal false statement rules apply. The log book must be maintained for two years.

The Act also implements daily sales limits and monthly purchase limits of these products as stated before.

In addition to these new requirements, in order to comply with federal law, regulated sellers are mandated to complete a self-certification process that includes training their employees on the new regulations and procedures. The final stage in the self-certification process is for regulated sellers to complete an on-line application on the DEA Diversion Web Site. Once this application is submitted, DEA will send a confirmation email, which will generate a self-certification certificate.  To complete the self-certification process go to this site: 
Applicable Links;
(These are the links to DEA website where retailers can download training
materials and self certify electronically.    The site is now operational.)


This is the Retail Certification training document   - 20 pages (easy read)

 http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/meth/trg_retail_081106.pdf
 

This is the link to Self Certification.
http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/meth/index.html
Under ‘Required Training and Self Certification’ (for Retail Vendors) click on Self-Certification and follow the steps for each location.  Chain stores wishing to file self certifications for more than 10
locations will be required to print or copy the form electronically and submit the information to DEA by mail.

For your information

This is a summary of the Combat Meth Act information - 8 pages

http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/meth/cma2005.htm  

This is the link to the complete regulations – 76 pages! 

http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/meth/iruleretailsales091906.pdf
Toll free number to assist with certifications – 800-882-9539
 Note: The retail provision outlined in the regulation becomes effective September 30, 2006. Congress specified this date in the statute itself, and the DEA has no discretion regarding its implementation. The DEA is aware of the short period of time available for retailers to come into compliance with the regulations and will work with industry to provide compliance assistance to ensure that retailers are able to sell covered medications in accordance with the requirements of the law.  The DEA has established the following resources to answer questions and to help guide retailers through each step of the self-certification process:

DEA Telephone number to answer questions: 202-307-7297
Email questions to: dea.diversion.policy@usdoj.gov
Details and answers to commonly asked questions are at: http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/meth/q_a.htm
It is important to note that in April the public were made aware of these changes and the demand for EPH/PSE merchandise increased.  In addition the manufacturers struggled to meet demand due to the limited availability of raw materials coming into the country but we still experienced heavy demand for these products.  Novelty Express and M. R. Williams Inc. are committed to helping you through this process.  We recognize that this category has been extremely successful in your stores and we will work hard to ensure its continued growth. 
Please e-mail any specific product questions to us at noveltyexpress@mrwilliams.com or call us at 252-438-8104 and ask for Novelty Express.
We apologize for the short notice as the industry on specific directives from the DEA.  Thank you for your prompt attention to this very important new law and we ask for your patience as we work through these changes together and as always we thank you for your business.  

Novelty Express and M. R. Williams Inc.

